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Economic Contribution

Tax Revenue
Geronimo is currently committed to spending over $158.9 million in tax revenue for 
its Tier One Wind Projects over the next 20 years. Geronimo’s Tier One Projects are 
defined as wind farms for which we currently have or are very close to signing Power 
Purchase Agreements. There are currently nine Tier One projects, which account for 
1540 megawatts (MW). Depending upon the state and county tax laws governing the 
project area, the tax revenue from our Tier One Projects will be split up among county 
taxes, township taxes, and funding for local school and fire districts. This projected tax 
revenue spending is part of Geronimo’s commitment to build projects that provide the 
opportunities needed to repower rural American communities. 

Charitable Funds
Another way in which Geronimo Wind Farms contribute to their host communities is 
through the community funds. With every wind farm Geronimo signs into a Power Purchase 
Agreement (PPA), it develops a Community Fund for the local host community. The 
Community Fund is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization with guaranteed annual payments for 
20 years.  Its purpose is to financially support local charities within the project’s footprint. 
The spending of the fund is at the discretion of a board of directors, which is made up of 
local community members. The funds are dispersed evenly among the townships within the 
project footprint. Geronimo is currently committed to $6.1 million in charitable spending 
through its Tier One Wind Projects over 20 years of operation. 

Did you know that wind farms contribute significantly to their host communities’ 
economies? Geronimo Energy wind projects contribute funds in the form of tax revenue 
and charitable giving throughout the lifetime of the project.
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Odin Wind Farm
The Odin Wind Farm is located in 
Cottonwood and Watonwan counties in 
southwestern Minnesota. It is one of our 
longest operating farms. It produces 20 
megawatts of energy via 10 turbines. 

Watonwan Tax Revenue

 2010  County $27,361; Odin Township 
$6,840 = $34,201

 2011  County $27,750; Odin Township 
$6,937 = $34,687

 2012  County $33,270.91; Odin Township 
$8,317.73 = $41,588.64

 2013  County $31,134.40;  Odin Township 
$7,783.60 = $38,918

Cottonwood County Tax Revenue

 2009  County $14,714.40; Mt Lake 
Township $2,575.02 = $17,289.42

 2010  County $27,360.00; Mt Lake 
Township $6,840.00 = $34,200

 2011  County $27,748.00; Mt Lake 
Township $6,937.00 = $34,685

 2012  County $30,806.40; Mt Lake 
Township $7,701.60 = $38,508

 2013  County $31,134.40; Mt Lake 
Township $7,783.60 = $38,918

Overall, Cottonwood and Watonwan 
counties have received over $312,000 over 
the last four years. In Cottonwood county, 
they used the boost in tax revenue to 
repave and create news roads.

Marshall Wind Farm
Geronimo’s Marshall Wind Farm is an 
18 megawatt wind farm located in Lyon 
County, Minnesota. It is the first utility-
scale wind project developed in Lyon 
County, hosts nine turbines and produces 
enough energy to power approximately 
6,500 homes. 

Lyon County Tax Revenue

 2011  County $15,970.40; Townships 
$3,992.60 = $19,962.60

 2012  County $18,184.80; Townships 
$4,546.20 = $22,731.00

 2013  County $15,199.14; Townships 
$3,799.78 = $18,998.92

That equals over $61,000 in just three 
years! The county used these additional 
funds to reduce the property tax levy, 
which decreased overall property taxes 
for residents.

Prairie Rose Wind Farm
Our Prairie Rose Wind Farm has 119 
towers across 5 different taxing districts 
throughout Rock County, Minnesota. 
The Department of Minnesota Revenue 
assesses the Wind Energy Production Tax 
by the location of these towers. 

Rock County Tax Revenue

 2012 County $86,132 

 2013  County $762,707 

 2014  Estimated County $613,816; 
Estimated Townships $153,454 = 
$767,270

In the last three years, the Prairie Rose 
Wind Farm has brought over $1.6 million 
in additional tax revenue to Rock County. 

Excitingly, in March of 2014, Prairie Rose’s 
local paper, The Rock County Star Herald, 
reported that “The Rock County Board 
of Commissioners approved the sale of 
a $4 million capital improvement bond… 
the county will use wind production tax 
revenue to repay the bond.” 

By bringing over $1.6 million of additional 
tax revenue to the local area, the Prairie 
Rose Wind Farm is helping to improve its 
host community by paying for road and 
building improvements that would have 
otherwise been impossible to fund.

Real-World Examples

While discussing our projected spending for the betterment of our local communities via future projects is 
exciting, we think it’s even more exhilarating to talk about our operational projects and what those communities 
are doing with the real money they are currently receiving.

Odin

Prairie Rose

Marshall
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Prairie Rose Wind Farm
In addition to tax payments, the Prairie 
Rose Wind Farm receives an annual 
payment of $40,000 to their Community 
Fund.  The fund spending is controlled by 
a local community member board that 
is directed by Tammy Johnson, the local 
city clerk for the town of Hardwick. The 
Prairie Rose Community Fund Board made 
the decision to offer 25% of that $40,000 
as educational scholarships. “These 
scholarships are not limited to high school 
seniors, though,” says Tammy. “We wanted 
to open it up to non-traditional students, 
such as those who want to go back to 
school later in life.” 

The remaining 75% of the revenue from 
the community fund will be available 
via grants to local business and/ or 
government needs. Tammy explains that 
grant applications and awards could be 
in the form of equipment needs for local 
businesses or fire departments, local 
road or infrastructure improvements 
that are not funded by the city’s general 
fund, funding aid for starting new local 
businesses such as gas stations, or any 
identified need that will benefit and boost 
the local economy and/or public service 
organizations.

How Will You Spend The Money?
Together, our operating wind farms have pumped over $1.8 million dollars back into 
their local communities over the last four years. These funds have been spent on 
scholarships, new infrastructure and roadways, and grants for local businesses and 
organizations.

These are just few examples of what our host communities are doing with their increased 
tax revenue and charitable funding. In the end, the possibilities are endless. Perhaps 
your town needs a new police station. Maybe the local shelter needs new beds. Does the 
elementary school need new desks? Or do the street lights need to be replaced so your 
friends and neighbors can drive safely at night? Whatever your community’s needs, the 
tax revenue and charitable funding provided by a Geronimo Wind Farm just might be the 
right solution to getting your town back on track.
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